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September 4 - Mr. T. White — "The Living Iete 
and the Underground Flood" 
October 2 - Films - Natural History Subjects. 


September 6 - Campbelltown Area - Dr. F. Harrap. 


September 19 - Serendip and Brisbane Ranges - 
Mr. B. Dowling. 


es 
2 o 


dSy 


Rd te AS 
PPO A Eck Tae See 
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Excursions 


Septermber 6 


September 19 


Campbelltown area. Depart Crockers corner at 9.30am, or 
meet at Creswick P.O. at 9.55am. We are joining forces with 
the Creswick F.N.C. for this outing. After lunch meeting 
place will be explained at the Meeting, September 4. 


Serendip Wildlife Research Station and the Brisbane Ranges. 
Again, 9.30am departure, for Serendip. After lunch meeting 
place will be at the Park Ranger's Depot in the Anakie 
Township, at 2pm. 


Comittee Meeting 


The next meeting of Committee will be held at 6 Manneville St, Wendouree 
on Wednesday, September 16th at 8pm. 


(Gillies St. 


Nth., over Grevillea Rd, turn right into Waldemar St, and 


left into Manneville St.) 


For Your Diary: 


September 17 Aboriginal Plant Food; Speaker J. Morris. 

—_— Church of England Hall, Creswick, 8.00pm. 

Sept. 26,27 Native Garden Festival - S.G.A.P. (Grampians Group). 
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Sept. 26,27 Angair Wildflower and Art Show. 
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Paul Stephens- the Platypus (Ornithorhyncus anatinus) 
ICR Aen een, Atte EN Nena 

The Platypus is a common inhabitant of most of the 
streams and rivers in Eastern Australia, from Cooktown to 
Tasmania. It is common in the westwards flowing rivers of 
the Murray-Darling River system, but the extent of its 
western distribution is poorly defined. It does not appear 
to extend westward of the Great Dividing Range. As it is 
almost entirely dependant on aquatic insects for its food. 
It is assumed that it is restricted to permanent water ways. 
The Platypus occurs throughout most of Victoria, and a few 
are still reported from the Murray and its tributaries. 

Some were liberated in Western Australia but failed to 
survive. In the same year they were liberated in Flinders 
Chase, Kangaroo Island where they are currently thriving. 

Because of its secretetive ways it is thought to be 
rare, being active mainly at dawn and dusk. Foraging 
activities are generally greatest at these times but 
factors such as water temperature, food supply and human 
activity may overide this patternz~“Animalsimay;,be,either 
diurnat“or:noeturnal, depending on activity and season. 

When not in the water, the Platypus spends most of its 
time in the short simple residential burrow. The nesting 
‘burrow is constructed by the female prior to laying eggs 
and is a more elaborate structure. There is a positive 
correlation between the positioning of the burrow and the 
tree roots, probably because of the support given. 

They are generally sedentary animals although some 
long distance movements have been recorded. Juveniles, 
especially males, may be more mobile than adults. 

Although some individuals are more wide rnaging than others, 
many have a definite home range from which even floods do 
not displace them. The mechanism used to survive major 
floods is poorly understood. 

The platypus is a solitary animal, but substantial 
numbers may occupy in a relatively small water body. 

Mating takes place between August and September in- 

S E Australia. Both sexes display changes in body weight 
through fat reserves and moulting, at mating time 

the crural gland of the male reaches its greatest degree of 
development. This gland which secretes a potent venom is 
connected to a sharp hollow spine on .each ankle and is 
thought to be used in intra-specific conflicts between 
males during the mating season. 

Mating is preceded by courtship behaviour, which 
involves a repertoire of complex interactions largely 
initiated by the female. However few of these activities 
have been observed in the wild because of its secretive 
habits. One to three usually two adhesive eggs are laid 
in Sept-Oct, following a gestation period of 1 month. 

_The eggs are laid in the nesting burrow. The female 


remains in the nesting burrow and incubates the eggs for 
about 10 days. The young hatch in Nov-Dec and are suckled 


with milk from the mammory glands, the milk exuding from 
the glands, there being no nipples. Lactation continues 


for 3-4 months, with the young emerging from the 
burrow between Jan. and March. The main food 
organisms consumed are Benthos insect lava which are 
generally taken in direct proportion to their 
abundance in the rivers. Subsiduary food items 
include fresh water shrimps and bivalves mollusc. The 
proportion of these food items consumed vary markedly 
with the seasons. 

Although there is a wide trophic over-lap 
with several other vertebrates, tortoises, trout, 
waterfowl and water rats, this appears to be of no 
significance, and the Platypus "holds its own'"'. 

The habitat requirements of the Platypus have 
not been systematically studied. It is generally 
considered the Platypus is relatively unrestrictive 
in its selection. Most slow moving streams with 
reasonably steep banks and containing an occasional 
deep pool, coupled with an overhang of foliage to 
conceal the burrow, will support Platypus. 

The chief factor determining the distribution of 
the Platypus, however, is the available food supply. 

The predators of the Platypus may be lizards, 
carpet snakes, eagles, murray cod, eels, and the 
larger dasyurids may take a few; also foxes, feral 
cats and crocodiles (in Queensland). However, the 
effects have not been documented. 

Today the Platypus is common throughout its 
range. However, the species has a limited capacity 
for recolonisation and-successive calamities may lead 
to a reduction in range. For this reason it is - 
considered to vulnerable. One long term hazard not 
evaluated properly is the effect of pesticides (DDT), 
as it is a primary carnivore at the apex of the food 
chain. 


Observations - August Meeting 


K. McDonnell 


Invermay area - Galahs observed inlaying 
hollow for ? nest. 


M. Rotheram 


Group of Shovellers at Flax Hill Swamp: 
Noted discolouration of water by effluent 
from Vitclay. 
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1 Member of Family Sigannidae (fish) (5,8) 10 One of a class of microsc- 
opic animals (7) 11 Alligator pear (7) 12 Animal sounds like nothing 
in Yorkshire (4) 13 Cut yourself and you will (5) 14 Stupid herb? - (4) 
17 Descriptive of grass parrot (7) 18 Phylum Poriphera (7) 19 Type 
of jackass (1y 22 Milk producers (7) 24 Most male birds ---- ther 
bright plumage in Winter (4) 25 Eg. oak apples (5) 26 Fruit of conifera 


(4) 29 Would a reeve be if her mate upset her? (7) 30 Mound of great 
activity (7) 31 One of the Haemopotidae (6,7) 


DOWN 

2 Rabbit food? (7) 3 Coffee (Fr) (4) 4 Grey Noddy, alternative name 
(4)  5:Species of kite (7) 6 Agalloch (4). 7 Exercise for Fam.Ranidae 
(7) 8 Carcharhinus brathyirus {marine) (6,7) 9 Conchologists collect them 
(7,6) 15 Tropical American animal related to rhinoceros (5) 16 Bulb- 
like subterranean stems of a monocotyledenous plant (5) 20 Imitative 
dipterous insect (7) 21 Western Brown Snake, (alternative name) (7) 

22 Rat sized marsupial found Pilbara to S.W.Queensland. (7)2%Monks- 
Hood, Wolfbane. (7) 27 Blood does not do so in a haemophiliac (4) 
28 Of the ear (4) 
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EXCURSION - August 9th. 
"May Allah give you peace and may you live forever" 


so wrote Lowell Thomas (was he a documentary film maker of the 20's?) in 
the Visitors Book at "Mooramong" ("Moora" meaning water hole) on the 
30/9/1928 to his hosts Claire and David Mackinnon, now deceased. 
"Mooramong" was our destination on August 9th. 


We set off in sunshine (although most took raincoats and boots) and off we 
motored along the Glenelg Highway, eager to explore this unique property, 
acquired in 1980 by the National Trust. 


The bequest was designed to ensure the preservation of the homestead and 
gardens and to create an adjoining wildlife sanctuary, and flora and fauna 
park. The rest of the property is operated as a farm and acts as a buffer 
zone. 


About 30 enthusiastic members clambered out of the cars; more joined us 
later at-Mt. Emu Creek at dusk to seek the platypus; the wind was bitterly 
cold. 


It was a typical Australian sheep property with dams and windmills, and 
flocks of newly shorn sheep and frisky lambs. 


Ranger Laurie Lees greeted us amidst the yellow, yellow wattles 
(Baileyana) and led us through tussocks, over lichen covered basalt rocks, 
over streams to where the lake surround was fenced off, allowing 
re-generation to take place. He pointed out many things, including a 12 
kilometre wind break of dying Tasmanian blue gums (a sorry sight) planted 
in the 1920's, which were now providing hollows for nesting birds. He 

mentioned the Peregrine Falcon, the Tawny Frog Mouth, Barking and Barn 
Owls who use the hollows. Future plans are to plant red gums and acacias 
amidst these dying trees. 


The stone fences had been bulldozed to get rid of rabbits. Rain was 
threatening, but didn't eventuate. Hurrah! A fox was seen slinking away 
in the distance and Laurie spoke of the prevalence of feral cats. We saw 
a flock of black ducks and heard and saw many squawking, flying Corellas. 


We climbed through yet another fence and began to notice kangaroo grass, 

wheat grass, wallaby and spear grass, thistles, clover, capeweed, cranes 
bill and fiddledock, helychrysum apiculatum, Kennedea prostrata, Goodenia 
and Acaena species. 750 Rutidosis Ieptorrhynchoides (Button Wrinklewort ) 
had been planted, only 30 remained. 


Whilst we were doing our best to keep out of the water and md (it didn't 
work) so many young ones, clad in gum boots were in their element. One 
happy carefree member joined them. I was envious. 


We then returned to the homestead, an elegant mansion built in the early 
1870's. Along the drive were blackwood trees, agapanthus, with clumps of 
flowering snowdrops, jonquils and daffodils. Yellow lichen covered the 
stone wall surrounding the garden and swimming pool. 


6. 


Laurie opened this gracious house for us, so we shed coats and boots am 
with much excitement entered the main hall. 


Large rooms, lovely views, comfortable chairs, restful paintings, 
photographs everywhere, grandfather clock, rowing oars from Jesus College, 
Cambridge (Donald Mackinnon was a crew member). Book cases with S.T. 
Gill's illustrated "Victoria", Garryowen's "Chronicles of Early 
Melbourne", Royal Stetson hats, riding crops, polished riding boots, 
finely tailored breeches, bathing costumes, tea making machine, a dressing 
table laden with beauty preparations, including Moiny's June Roses powder, 
Pinaud's Eau de Quinine and Beauty clay. A theatrical velvet cloak flung 
across the double bed, was it burgundy, claret, magenta, plum, grape, 
sultana, damson in colour? We couldn't decide. A large Edna Walling 
garden plan, wonderful portraits of him and her. Judy Cassab painted 
Donald, Reschid Bey painted Claire. 


The many rooms included a music room, study, bar and games room with an 
early 1T.V., bedrooms, bathroom with toilet and bidet, large kitchen with 
an Aga stove. 


I was sad to leave this gracious home with its personal photos and 
treasures; evidence of a shared and happy life. 


Donald was many years her junior. Claire had been a Hollywood film star 
in the 20's, met Donald in London and after a three week courtship, 
married. There were no children. 


Without heirs, the National Trust benefit and so do we. It was a 
privilege to wander so freely in the Mackinnon's home. 


Off we whisked again. This time to Mt. Emu Creek to admire the enormous 
red gums, the swallows, the setting sun and quietly, patiently wait for 
the platypus. 

Margaret Martin. 


The Mooramong party joined others at the Skipton bridge in 
search of a different kind of history, a history longer than 
that of humans, the platypus. We had gathered late on a dry 
and sunny afternoon with a wind chilled, I'm sure, by Antarctic 
ice. We followed the western bank of Mount Emu Creek north- 
wards to the site selected by Paul Stephens for the bid to net 
a platypus. The creek carried a lot of water which prompted 
Paul to rig his net parallel to the bank, in the manner of 
workers in NSW, rather than across the stream as was his usual 
practice. 


The vigil began. 


Cube .B. + 


Welcome swallows were busy about the creek, a willy wagtail 
entertained as it foraged from the gaunt branches of a dead 
tree. There was a sheep to be righted and horses to be stroked. 
As the moon came up noses got cold and toes became numb, and a 
heron ghostily glided down stream alighting in the gum tree 
just above one of the net anchor points. The floats on the net, 
examined by torch-light, showed not a quiver. 


Some silent bird winged its way along the creek discernible in 
the moonlight but not identified. 


Noses became colder still and feet became numb. 


Hardy souls who stayed latest may have heard platypus on the 
far side of the creek, but that was all. 


Maybe a repeat excursion could be arranged - 
(on a warm, balmy evening!) 


K.McD. 


Observationg _ August Meeting | (em |) 


* G. Binns : 2 Masked Lapwing chicks at Mt. Helen; 
Yellow Tailed Black Cockatoos in Wiltshire 
Lane feeding on Hakea nuts. 


F. Harrap : At Clunes State Forest - Swift Parrots, 
- Gipe, 
- Pink Robin; 
At Mt. Helen a flock of about 100 Y.T.B. 
Cockatoos. 

A. Morrison : Approx. 12 Orange Bellied Parrots at Q'Cliff 
Golf Club. 

V. Hocking : Splendid flowering of heath at Anglesea. 

R. Wood : 3 Masked Lapwing chicks at Davis' bus depot 


in Norman Street. 


